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Tank Tales is the official publication of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County (ACLC). Ten issues of
Tank Tales are published annually. Anyone using original material from any issue of Tank Tales must
return two (2) copies of the publication in which the article is published to our exchange editor listed
below. The views expressed in any material appearing in Tank Tales are those of the authors, and do not
necessarily express those of the ACLC.

The ACLC meets on the third Saturday of each month (except July and August) at That Fish Place, 237
Centerville Road, Lancaster, PA 17603. Meetings begin at 1:00 PM unless otherwise noted. Meetings
usually are comprised of a program featuring a guest speaker, door prizes, a mini fish auction, with a
period allowed for mingling and refreshments. The philosophy of the club is such that our activities are
interesting to both the novice and advanced hobbyist alike. An effort is made to keep business to a
minimum at the general meetings, with the executive board meeting being held monthly as needed on a
pre-established date and time.

2012 ACL C Committee Chairs

Committee Chair Phone E-mail
Editor Joel Antkowiak  717-354-2274 editor@aclcpa.org
Exchange Editor Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763  exchange@aclcpa.org
Web Master Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763  webmaster@aclcpa.org
Social Chair Tara Miller 610-689-5356 social@aclcpa.org
Horticultural Chair Michael Vogt 570-764-2151 HAP@aclcpa.org
BAP Chair Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763 BAP@aclcpa.org
Auction Chair Joe Kunkel 717-627-3853 Auction@aclcpa.org
Raffle Chair Barb Kunkel 717-627-3853 raffle@aclcpa.org
Audit Chair Suze Glesky 717-574-6123 Audit@aclcpa.org
WAAP Chair Joel Antkowiak  717-354-2274 waap@aclcpa.org
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The 2012 ACLC Schedule

January 21
Joshua Wiegert

Conservation and the Aquarium

Tony Horos
Malawi Peacocks and Haps 10!

To Be Announced
To Be Announced

2012 Bowl Show Schedule

Male Guppies / Open Dwarf Cichlids /7 Jr. Open

Barbs, Danios and Rasboras / Jr. Open Anabantoids / Matched Fish
AOV Livebearers / Aquatic Animals Killifish / Open
Small Catfishes / Open Tetras / Jr. Open

Bowl Beautiful - Decorate a 1/2 gallon bowl
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Presented by The Aquarium Club of Lancaster County
Meetings held at That Fish Place, 237 Centerville Road, Lancaster PA - 1:00 PM

Saturday January 21% 2012

“Conservation and the Aquarium?

How the aquarium hobby can be a vital tool for
conservation, and how conservation and
environmental issues affect the aquarium hobby.

Joshua Wiegert is an accomplished aquarist, having
kept fish for as long as he can remember, and quite
possibly before. He has written extensively on the
aquarium hobby in numerous magazines, and
Joshua penned the well-known Conservation Corner in
Wiegert Freshwater and Marine Aquarium magazine's pages.
After FAMA's closure, the Conservation Corner was
moved to FishChannel.Com, where it remains. He is
extremely active in the aquarium hobby, as well as
various aquarium clubs and societies. He has
presented at several aquarium clubs, from California
to Georgia.

AQQARIUM CLup

g m

OF LANCASTER CoUNTY

THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME

For more information about the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County, or directions to a meeting,
please visit our website at http://www.aclcpa.org
or
contact Kurt Johnston - kaj41354@comcast.net or 717-965-7763



Saltwater Made Simple, Part 4
by Michael Steffen

When most people look at salt water aquariums they see the amazing colors, the
bright fish, the sand for substrate, and most of all, something that they fear. | have
written this set of articles to try to eliminate the fear factor for you and to get more
people into the salt side of the hobby.

The largest misconception about a salt water tank is that it is impossible to maintain.
I'm here to tell you that is a total misunderstanding and that if you have a fresh
water aquarium in your home you too can keep salt water fish!

This installment will cover the fish only set up which is by far the easiest set up and
a great way for you to get your feet, well, salty!

In a fish only salt water aquarium it is exactly as it sounds....fish only.

That being said, you can have a set up that is as simple as a bare bottom tank with
fish and a hang on back filter or something as elaborate as a sand substrate and
artificial corals to decorate your fish only tank. Keep in mind that a fish only set up is
simply the easiest way to get you into saltwater fish keeping. Plus you can always
expand your set up to include other items as time goes by.

For a fish only salt water set up you do not need anything overly special to set it up.
A simple aquarium kit that comes prepackaged with a hang on back filter, tank,
hood, and the stock light fixture. I know this may sound too good to be true and
perhaps to some people it is. Again, this is the bare essentials for keeping salt water
fish. You will also need salt mix to make your salt water and a hydrometer test the
salinity. With this one piece of equipment you are able to keep salt water fish! A
hydrometer can be purchased for $8-10 depending on which type you purchase and
where you purchase it.

In the last article we learned how to mix salt water and also how to test the salinity to
make sure that it is correct for your salt water aquarium, so we will not be covering
that information again.

For the fish only set up, | recommend that you just set up the tank as it comes from
the kit and get water in it! Now granted just water is not too interesting to watch but
as with all aspects of fish keeping a cycled tank is required to keep and maintain any
fish. There are a few products on the market that you can purchase to speed this
process up. | personally do not use them but they can create a cycled tank in as little
as 2 days by adding them to you're newly set up salt water aquarium.

The fish tank cycle is the same for salt water fish keeping as it is for fresh water fish
keeping:
Ammonia->Nitrite->Nitrate->Nitrogen Gas

This cycle is universal in the aquarium hobby and is the basis of your biological
filtration and waste removal.

A little known fact is that you can take common mollies and slowly acclimate them to
full salt water to use as a cycling fish. Plus when you’re done you can acclimate them
back to fresh water and put them in a fresh water tank. These fish are very hardy






How the Internet and Social Media Can Help the ACLC (or Any Club) !
by Kurt Johnston

As we start our 40" year of existence, the ACLC is growing and we are in the middle of a completely
different world when it comes to communications and marketing. I’'m sure that if we look back, things
were very much different when the ACLC started in 1972 than they would have been in 1932. The main
thing we have to understand is that we need to use the technology we have available to us if we want to
continue to grow and prosper. The Board of Directors can make everything available to you as a
member but, we have to rely on you to use it and help us out.

| know a few of you are wondering why we need al this “new-fangled” computer internet stuff. | can
sympathize as | grew up with 4 television stations that were received in black & white by “rabbit ears”,
one of the items we had to purchase for back-to-school was a slide rule, music was broadcast on AM
radio and played on vinyl records and our phones had rotary dias. All this while growing up in acity of
more than 500 thousand people. We were the lucky ones!

My point is that things change and in order to prosper, we have to change with the times. We have had a
website for some time now and also a Facebook page and you can follow the ACLC on Twitter. If you
are curious as to why we need these, | will pass on to you some statistics for 2011 that were just recently
released:

o Approximately 1 of every 13 people on earth are active Facebook users and half of those are
logged in on any given day.

e 48% of 18-34 year olds check Facebook when they wake up, 28% on their smartphones before
getting out of bed.

e 30% of Facebook users are over 35 years old

e There are 206.2 million internet users in the United States and 71.2% of them are on Facebook.

e 57% of people tak to people more online than they do face-to-face

e In 20 minutes on Facebook there are:

o 1 millionlinks shared

1.484 million event invites

1.972 million accepted friend requests

2.716 photos uploaded

2.716 million messages sent

1.851 million status updates

1.587 million wall posts

0 10.208 million comments made

O 0000 O0

Twitter currently has 106 million usersin the United States alone and 87% of all Americans are aware of
Twitter.

27% login every day

50% have an annual income of $50,000 or higher
83% are over the age of 25

76% are college grads or currently attending college

We will do everything we can from a technological standpoint to keep our club up to date. There are
already plans in place for more great ideas in 2012. Of course, you can find out about these on our
website. Y ou, as amember, can help everyone in Central Pennsylvaniafind out about the ACLC. How?

1. Become active on our website
2. If you are on Facebook, like our page and share any information that we broadcast with your
friends.



3. Follow uson Twitter and reTweet any of our Tweets.

The internet can’t replace the face-to-face interaction that we have at a meeting but, it can help people
find out about our great club and will keep people in touch with us when they can’t make a meeting.

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT: ACLCPA.ORG

Over the next few months the ACLC website will be going through some changes, aesthetic and
functional. There are several reasons for these changes. There is a magjor upgrade to the framework of
the website due to be release by the end of January, which will cause our current version to go out of
support sometime in April. 1 have had an opportunity to work with the new version in its beta stage and
it looks great. It will make administering the website easier and the interface will be more user friendly.
These upgrades also enhance the security of the website and enable more current web standards to be
implemented. | have received several requests from members in the past year and will implement as
many as possible to the new site. Remember that al the software and extensions that we use are free
and that has limited us as to what can be done. | test al of the extensions prior to implementing them
and, if they are not worth using, they don’'t get implemented. Any suggestions you have are welcome. |
want to make the website fun and easy for ALL our members to use.

Thank you,
Kurt Johnston
ACLC Webmaster
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American Livebearer Association

CONVENTION 2012
APRIL 26-29, 2012
It. Lauderdale, Florida

ala2012.com

Hosted by: Gold Coast Aquarium Society

TWO GREAT FIELD TRIPS
THURSDAY 4/26
Florida Aquatic Nursery,

America’s largest aquarium
plant supplier and
Fish Farm Tour.

FRIDAY 4,27

Collecting Native and Exotic
Aquarium Fish

Equipment, transportation

and guides provided.

FORT LAUDERDALE HILTON
AIRPORT HOTEL

$99 per night single or
double
FREE AIRPORT SHUTTLE
SPECIAL PARKING RATE

Features:

-

21 CLASS LIVEBEARER SHOW

~

ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION WORKSHOP

FANTASTIC SPEAKERS

VENDOR DISPLAY ROOM
FISH BREEDERS SALES TABLES
FISH & DRY GOODS AUCTIONS
HOSPITALITY SOCIAL NIGHTLY
SATURDAY AWARDS BANQUET

FRIDAY GET-TO-GETHER BBQ
LIVE FISH SHIPPING FACILITY
WINE TASTING BENEFIT

\\ STUDENT POSTER SESSION /




Breeder’s Award Program Monthly Report — January 2012

Lifetime Achievement Award Report

Active M embers Point Totals

F. Wayne Calender Breeder

Wayne Calender ..........cccceevrennees 1553 pts
Grand Master Breeder
Paul Bricknell ..........cocovenninens 1291 pts
David Sephon.........cccccoeveieeneee. 1120 pts
Pedro Sanchez..........cccecevennee. 1050 pts
Master Breeder (None)
Expert Breeder
Bob Kulesa* ........ccccoeevvveieceennn. 812 pts

Advanced Breeder (None)
3 Star Breeder (None)

2 Star Breeder
Joel Antkowiak™* ..........cccceeevieenene. 437 pts
Michael Schrom .........cccceeeeeenen. 245 pts
Mike Steffen.......ccceeveeevecceceee 228 pts

1 Star Breeder
Jay Sephan* .......cccoeevevvecevieee 396 pts
Pat Kelly* ..o 165 pts
Glenn Daviest.......cccocveveveevieennnne. 120 pts
Daniel Sanchez........ccoevvveeviennee. 90 pts
Dave Frehafer .........cccoevevevieevieennene. 90 pts
Danny Corman..........cccceceeeieenenene 73 pts
Scott ShenK.....oveeecececececece 70 pts
Kurt Johnston..........cccoeeevvveenennnnne. 55 pts

Other Participants
Terrance Trasatti .......ccceveeieereennne. 40 pts
Scott McLaughlin.........ccoccveiveeennen. 18 pts
Matt Shaffer ......cocoveeveriinereee 16 pts
Ashley AntkowiakK..........cccceeerreeeenne. 14 pts
TaraMiller ... 10 pts
RWIC Bressler.......coooovvceeveececeenen, 7 pts

*Breeder has enough points for next higher class
award but needs to complete one or more classes
to achieve the award.

Specialist Breeder Awards Report

Being a new award program, no member has
qualified for any of the specialist awards. Several
members have completed the number of species
required for awards but need to complete one or
more of the other requirements for an award.

Class 1 - Livebearers

Paul Bricknell Wayne Calender
Bob Kulesa Pedro Sanchez
Michael Schrom David Stephon
Joel Antkowiak

Class 2 - Catfish
Wayne Callender Bob Kulesa

Bev Newcomer

Class 3 - Barbs & Minnows
David Stephon

Class 4 - Characins
David Stephon

Class 5 - Killifish
Paul Bricknell Wayne Calender
Pedro Sanchez Bob Kulesa

Class 7 - New World Cichlids

Wayne Calender

Bob Kulesa Pedro Sanchez
David Stephon Bev Newcomer

Class 8 - 01d World Cichlids
Bob Kulesa

Class 11 - Other Aquatic Animals
Mike Steffen Bob Kulesa

Class 12 - U. S. Native Species
Wayne Calender

khkkkhkkhhhkhkkkkkkkkhkhkhhhhhhhhhhkhhhhhdhhhhkhhkxxdhddkdkxkxkx*%

2011 Breeder of the Year
FINAL STANDINGS
Joel ANtKOWIaK.........ccooevrnervrneiinrinerssinennns 329 points
Jay Stephan.......ccconincisisisns 252 points
Danny Corman........ccoonvinneinenerinsieinnenes 53 points
Wayne Calender ..., 20 points
Scott McLaughlin ..., 18 points
R/W/C BIeSSIEr ..., 7 points
Tara Miller ... 5 points
The new year is here! Let's get breeding!




NEC C¥: News

January 2012

The NEC convention is just around the corner and the convention committee is busy finalizing plans.
To see more details about the convention, visit the 2012 convention website. So far there are 8 speakers
and 2 workshops confirmed including Hans-Georg Evers, Klaus Steinhaus, Spencer Jack and Rhonda
Wilson among the speakers and Tony Terceira will be holding a photography workshop.

L ogo Contest bE A LITTLE (LATY.

The logo contest has come to an end, and we have a winning logo!
Congratulations to first-time entrant Emily Candib of TFCB for her "Be a
little crazy... just for the halibut!" This logo will appear on the front page of
the Convention booklet, on the t-shirts and registration pin, and on attendee
name tags. Emily will be receiving a free registration, t-shirt, and Saturday
banquet ticket as the logo winner. Congratulations once more, Emily! Thank
you very much to Rich Litsky and Chuck Davis for their logo entries and to A&7 FOR THE HALTRLT!
all members who voted during the contest.

About the NEC

Since we have so many new members in the ACLC, | would like to take a section and explain what the
NEC is and what the NEC does. Recently NEC President Joe Masi published this message which helps
to answer those questions.

..... I’ve been asked a number of times by various clubs ““what does the NEC do for us™, well here is the
email that | send to clubs that inquire about membership in the council:

The Northeast Council of Aquarium Societies consists of clubs that reside in the northeast part of the
US. Currently there are 21 member clubs in the council. ....There are 4 quarterly general and board
meetings. There are two face-to-face and two conference call meetings. We currently meet at the
Crowne Plaza in Cromwell, CT.

Each club appoints/elects a delegate and alternate to attend the general meetings. Each delegate or
alternate can vote (only one vote per club) at the general meeting. The yearly dues is $50 which is
payable at the beginning of our fiscal year, July 1st.

Membership entitles each club to:

1. Representation at the general meeting

2. The newsletter (via email)

3. Advertising via the NEC web site

4. Web site space and an email address (under the NEC domain)
5. Access to the NEC membership list

6. Free advertising of events in the newsletter


http://convention.northeastcouncil.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=151&Itemid=157�

7. Participation in NEC competitive events:
- Breeder Participation Program (BPP)
- Exhibitors Competition
- Articles Competition
- Photo Contest (Annual Convention)
- Innes Competition (Annual Convention by invitation) 8. Club member eligibility for Betty
Mueller nomination

9. NEC speaker list

10. NEC slide and video lending library

11. NEC certified show judges

12. Reduced registration rates for the annual convention

13. A table at the annual convention (no charge if meeting attendance minimum is met)

14. One (1) free registration to the annual convention (if meeting attendance minimum is met)

15 Each club has the opportunity to announce their events and discuss items at the general meeting

The above list highlights some of the items that membership provides; also, the networking that occurs
before, during and after the meetings. You will find that becoming a member of the NEC will help your
club generate a network of supporters from other sister clubs.

Application for membership requires the club to present a letter to the council president requesting
membership in the council, signed by the club president. The letter should contain information about the
club (something similar to a newsletter boilerplate) and should contain a list of the club officers with
contact information, delegate/alternate (if available), and club web site (if available).

I would then review and present your application to the BOG. The BOG would vote on the application
and when accepted, your club would have to pay dues for 1 year ($50). There is no probationary period;
your club/members would be eligible for all amenities once your dues is paid....

Regards,
Joe Masi
NEC President

The Aquarium Club of Lancaster County is one of the 21 member clubs in the NEC so you, as an ACLC
member are also a member of the NEC. | am the ACLC delegate to the NEC as well as a Board Member
at Large. If you have any questions regarding any of the benefits that Joe mentioned or have any ideas to
help improve the NEC, please contact me anytime. The next NEC Board meeting is January 22nd.

Thank you,

Kurt Johnston
ACLC NEC Delegate and Board Member at Large















THE JERSEY SHORE AQUARIUM SOCIETY

presents its

20TH ANNUAL

Dry Goods Auction

Sunday, March 18, 2012

Tropical Fish

| fish,

ica
a wide selection of aquatic plants, with

trop

Featuring rare and exotic

free goodies and door prizes all day long!

Snacks and refreshments will be available.

ission

Open to public - free adm

(%2 bidder fee).

Veterans
Mem. Bldg.
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To be held on Sunday, March 18, 2012 at the Knights of

Columbus at 70 E. Main St. in Freehold, NJ.

Knights of
Columbus

to Freehold Mall =

39936 Sunds

JSAS Auction, 03.18.12
Knights of Columbus

70 E. Main St., Freehold
www.jerseyshoreas.org
allaboutpetslic@yahoo.com
(732) 223-4530

JSAS Auction, 03.18.12
Knights of Columbus

70 E. Main St., Freehold
www.jerseyshoreas.org
allaboutpetslic@yahoo.com
(732) 223-4530

Live goods registration: 9 to 11 a.m. No guarantee that items

registered after 11 a.m. will be auctioned. No used dry goods.

Any person may bring quality live fish and aquatic plants to

Viewing of items: 10 a.m. - 11:45 p.m.
enter into auction.

Auction starts at noon sharp!

60/40 split when preregistered by Mar. 11th or
50/50 split when registered at the auction.
Auction rules available upon request.

For more information or to preregister:

e-mail allaboutpetslic@yahoo.com, call (732) 223-4530,

or visit www.jerseyshoreas.org
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Knights of Columbus

70 E. Main St., Freehold
www.jerseyshoreas.org
allaboutpetslic@yahoo.com
(732) 223-4530
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