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          Editorôs 
               Notes  

JanuaryðNo Meeting 

March 12, 2011 at the Rodbournôs 5:00 p.m. 

AprilðTo be determined. 

May 14, 2011 at the Sundinôs 5:00 p.m. 

NOTICE  

  

The YATFS Regular club meetings are held on 

the third Friday of each month except for Au-

gust at the Mineral Ridge Presbyterian Church 

on Rt 46 at 8 PM. 

The church sits north of the school on the  west 

side of Rt 46.   Use side doors 

Monthly Meeting Programs 

 

 

March 17, 2011ðDr. Stephan Tanner 

Pleco Nutrition 

 

See page13 for more information. 

Hello Everyone, 
 A special thanks to Eric Bodrock for a fan-
tastic ñrapid fireò program on fish rooms he has 
visited.  Amazing!!  I enjoy having Eric come to 
town.  He is usually able to arrive a little early and 
spend some time in my meager fish room.  He al-
ways gives sound advice on what I can do to get 
certain fish to spawn. 
 Dr. Stephan Tanner is our speaker this 
month.  His program on Pleco Nutrition is one of 
the best programs I have ever seen.  Even if you 
are not interested in ñPlecosò you will enjoy this 
program.  Stephan has some fish available for 
sale.  He will bring them to the meeting for you.  
V i s i t  h i s  w e b s i t e  a t :  h t t p : / /
www.swisstropicals .com  for his fish. 
    (Continued on Page 14.) 

 

Please keep your mailing and e-mail 

address up to date.  Give address  

changes to: 

Tom DiCola  mruaru2@aol.com 
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Secretaryôs Report 

 

Hello everyone, 

Looks like spring is trying to peek out of old man win-

terôs grip. 

Canôt be soon enough for me. 

Canôt wait for the fish auctionôs to start, although my 

husband doesn't  feel the same way LOL. 

He makes the money while I spend it. 

I donôt know if he goes for moral support or to take the 

check book. 

It also could be to keep my continence in check LOL. 

Also sometimes I donôt think about the price. 

Well any way our Spring auction is right around the cor-

ner. 

I hope everyone will come and check out the huge selec-

tion of fish ,tanks and aquarium supplies we will have. 

If you missed our last meeting you missed a great talk by 

Eric Bodrock on fish room from all over the world. 

It was very interesting on how different other fish breed-

ers raise their fish and what they use to build tanks with. 

Bye for now hope to see you at the next meeting. 

                                        Kim Rodbourn 

Hello everyone!   The Spring auction is just around 

the corner,  March 20th.  We will be setting up about 

9:30-9:45.  It would be nice to see more members 

helping and show up at the auction.  The money is 

used for the club for guest speakers and Christmas 

party etc.  

   

For the month of February if you didnôt come to the 

meeting we had Eric Bodrock on Fish rooms from all 

over the country.  A very interesting program.   

 

Our guest speaker for March 18th is Stephan Tanner. 

 

Hope to see you, Pam 

Lamprologus leleupi  -  Ron Georgeone Photo 



Horticultural Award Program 
By Dan òThe Manó Guman 

       

 

CURRENT STANDINGS 
 

NAME    LEVEL         T O T A L 

POINTS 
 

Lisa Reel   Aqua. Hort.             115 

Tom DiCola  Beginning 90 

Kerri DeOnofrio  Beginning 15 

Ron & Pam Sundin      Beginning 05 

Gary Seifert  Beginning 60 

Joe Shreves  Beginning 30 

Karen Guman  Senior  235 

Cheryl Miller  Senior  160 

Mike & Robin Kays Expert  460 

Dan Guman  Master  910 

Don Guman  Master  670 

Don Giovannone  Grand Master 1225 

Bill Shreves Sr.  Grand Master 595 

Curt Smith  Grand Master 590 

Larry Ayers  Aqua. Hort 145 

Hey there gang and gangettes!   
 
The HAP was busy in February, and it's about time! Here 
is list of plants that was propagated. 
  
Karen Guman 
     Ech. augustifolia "vesuvius" 
          Swordplant 
     Najas guadalupensis 
          Najas Grass 
  
Don Guman 
     Lemna trisulca 
          Duckweed 
  
     That's a variety of plants for sure.       I hope you 
enjoyed the speaker last month. I heard it was a large 
crowd also. Eric brings them in for sure. 
     And this month's speaker is also going to be excellent. 
Stephan will give us a lot of info on plecos. 
YOU DON'T want to miss this one. 
  
     And OUR club's auction is soon!!!  Try to get there 
early and help with the set-up and tear-down. And we 
always need runners during the event. 
  
     We could use some pictures of your fish and tanks to 
help jazz up this magazine. Talk to Tom about helping out 
with this. It'll make it look better for all of us. And gives you 
a chance to 
show off a little bit.  
     Hope to see ALL of you at the auction and the 
meeting!!!!! 
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BAP/SAP 
Programs 
By Dan Guman 

 

STANDINGS 
 

Member Level 1-14 T&D        Total

  

Eric Cappy *  25 00       45 

Lisa Reel *  35 30       120 

Tom DiCola *  40 00       45 

Robin Jendrian *  45 00       85 

Nick Rappach *  30 00       35 

Kim & Jeff           * 20 00       20 

Miranda Reel *  05 00       10 

Charlie Suk *  10 00       10 

Noah Shreves *  05 00       05 

Joe Shreves *  30 00       65 

Pam & Ron    *  30 30       105 

Kerri DeOnofrio **  50 00       105 

Ernest Lesher **  80 30       145 

Steve Machel **  70 00             120 

Tom Oday **  60 60       335 

Curt Smith **  70 00       800 

Karen Guman ***  135 110       430 

Don Guman ***  145 30       255 

Brian LaNeve ***  95 110       510 

Dan Guman ****  160 150       410 

Cheryl Miller ****  185 30       455 

Bill Shreves Sr ****  175 60       680 

Phil Higby *****  200 120       475 

Bill Shreves III *****  200 90       570 

David Ayres *****  200 170       1020 

Berletchicks ******  200 180       1160 

Gio  ******  200 360       3950 

M&R Kays ******  200 220       980 

Kirkseys  ******  200 300       1050 

W. Mitcheltree ******  200 210       940 

L & M Renn ******  200 180       625 

Gary Seifert ******  200 180       1330 

 

KEY  

Beginner *  

Breeder  **  

Intermediate ***  

Advanced ****  

Master  *****  

Grand Master ******  

 

Well, we sure hope winter is mostly over now. But  
it seems to be hanging in there for now. The BAP 
is a busy place here, and here are the spawns 
that have been reported and accepted in the 
program. 
  
     January 
       Gio     Asterina starfish 
                  Anemone majanos 
                  Umbrella leather coral 
                  Brittle/basket starfish 
     February 
       Karen Guman 
                   Ancis. cirrohus LF brown  (difficult) 
                   L-144 blue eyed pleco  (difficult) 
Gio's pt total now is  200 - 360 - 3950  
but I think that is not correct. I have to correct  
that with him. 
Karen's total are now   135-110 - 430 
  
Breeder of the Year totals are now 
      Gio   4 pts 
      Karen    4 pts 
     Now, I think a little birdie has told me that 
a target specie will be reported in March, not 
that I am going to let you guys know the fish, 
(Sturisomatichthys leightoni), but it is not found 
often in the hobby. The bidding should be fierce 
for these fish. 
     Don't forget that our club auction is coming 
up soon. We need your help in setting-up 
and tearing down. (Sunday the 20th) 
How can we forget that the Friday night 
meeting in March has an outstanding speaker. 
YATFS welcomes Stephan Tanner, from 
Columbus Ohio,  Stephan will be speaking on 
Pleco's, and he knows more about these fish then 
anybody. DON'T miss this chance to hear him speak. 
(Friday the 18) 
  
That's all I have for now. See you all later. 
  Dan the Man 
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Kimõs Raffle Kudos 
By Kim Rodbourn 

OUR MANUFACTURING 

SPONSORS 
 

Please Keep Them in Mind When 

Shopping for Your Aquarium Needs 
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Hello everyone, 

I hope everyone is ready to spend some money at our 

spring auction. 

Looking forward to some nice fish and auction items. 

I will still look forward to some donations anything is 

welcome the more we have the better our raffle will be. 

I always try to have a big assortment of different items. 

We are still having it at the same place the Johnston 

Community center . 

Directions are on the web site. 

So come on out for a nice afternoon of food and fun and 

plenty of different fish for sale. 

See you March 20,2011 hope youôll be there. 

                                     Bye for now, 

                                      Kim Rodbourn 



         

 

LOOKINô  DOWN  THE  

ROAD 
Schedule for Future Events 

 

GADDING ABOUT  
 

Other Clubôs Meeting Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Tuesday Cleveland Aquarium Society  

  Metro Zoo Education Bldg      7:30 PM

  www.clevelandaquariumsociety.org 
 

1st Thursday Greater Akron Aquarium Society  

  Mogodore       
 

1st Friday Ohio Cichlid Association.  

  The Old Oak Church / Middleburg Hts 

  Www.ohiocichlid.com      8 PM 
 

2nd Wednesday Erie Aquarium Society 

  West Ridge Fire Station       7 PM 
 

2nd Friday Medina County Aquarium Soc. 

  Church          
 

2nd Sunday S.C.A.L.E.S.        5 PM 

  Perry Grange, Massillon 

  Www.scales.com  

3rd Thursday Cleveland Saltwater Enthusiasts 
   

3rd Friday  Lorain County Aquarium Soc. 

 ` College Hts. Baptist Church 8PM 
 

4th Friday Great Lakes Cichlid Society 

  Masterôs Church   8PM 
 

Last Friday Greater Pittsburgh Aq. Soc. 

  Phipps Garden Ctr  7:15 
 

Last Saturday Pittsburgh Marine Aq. Soc. 

  www.pmas.org 
 

Varies  Northern Ohio Killifish Assn.  

  killifish1@juno.com 
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2011 
March 20  YATFS Spring Auction 

J.V. Johnson Community Center 

April 8ð10  American Livebearer Association Con-

vention.  Sheraton Cleveland Hopkins Airport. 

www.ALA2011.com 

April 9 Great Lakes Cichlid Society Spring Auction.  

Euclid Square Mall 100 Euclid Square Euclid, Ohio 

44132 

April 17      Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium Society 

Spring Auction.  www.gpasi.org 

May 7  Columbus Area Fish Enthusiasts Spring 

Auction 

May 14 Medina County Aquarium Society Spring 

Auction http://mcas-fish.net 

July 9 & 10 Greater Akron Aquarium Society Ultra-

Aqua 2011 Show & Auction 

 

Mars Fish Care North America 
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UPCOMING MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM 
INFORMATION 

March 18, 2011:  Dr. Stephan Tanner 

            ñPleco Nutritionò 
Bio Stephan M. Tanner 

  

I have been an active fish keeper since the mid 1980s. Born in Switzerland, I got my 

first tropical fish tank when I was 14 years old, and the "tank fever" has never left 

me. In fact, my interest in biology and nature pushed me to earn a master's degree in 

Behavioral Ecology and Molecular Biology (1995) and finally a Ph.D. in Human 

Molecular Genetics (1998). During my undergraduate years I also worked in the 

Spiezer Zoo, a local fish store with quality fish and great customer service. 

  

In the spring of 1998, I moved to Columbus, Ohio for a postdoctoral fellowship in 

cancer research at The Ohio State University. After four years I became a Research 

Scientist and since the fall of 2005, I am a Research Assistant Professor in Human Cancer Genetics at OSU. Our work in Cancer Genetics 

focuses on identifying genes and pathways for acute myeloid leukemia (we identified and described a novel gene, BAALC, Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences 2001, Vol 98, issue 24), juvenile vitamin B12 malabsorption (we identified a second gene, AMN, causing 

Imerslund Gräsbeck Syndrome, Nature Genetics, 2003 Vol 33, issue 3 & and mutations in GIF causing Intrinsic Factor Deficiency, Proceed-

ings of the National Academy of Sciences 2005, Vol 102, issue 11), and chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CELL 2007, Vol 129, issue 5). Our 

work about genetic predisposition to colorectal cancer was recently published in Science (2008, Vol 321, no. 5894). To see what else I have 

published so far, you can view my NIH biosketch. 

  

I became a member of the German Barb, Tetra, Loach, and Catfish association VDA AK BSSW in 1992, a crowd of friendly and highly de-

voted specialists. In 1994, a new editor for the quarterly publication BSSW Report was needed and I held this position until the end of 2006. I 

occasionally travel to Germany for fish related meetings and to visit friends that I have made throughout the fabulous Barb, Tetra, Loach, and 

Catfish community. I am a big fan of tetras, barbs, loaches, and catfish. However, I do favor small danios, barbs and all kinds of plecos and 

oddball catfish. 

  

The origin of Swiss Tropicals LLC has a simple reason. I have a fishroom with over 60 tanks to properly house all the fish that I am inter-

ested in. And breeding - which is naturally the ultimate goal - produces lots of offspring that need a new home. Well, selling a few fish is not 

an issue but selling them by the hundreds would sooner or later bring the IRS or the state treasurer to my door step. To avoid any legal issues, 

I decided to set up a company that does proper business. In addition, I have valid US Fish and Wildlife Service and USDA import licenses 

that allow me to bring back fish and plants from my trips legally. 
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BREEDERS FORUM 
Spawns From YATFS Members 

BAP REPORT- Youngstown Area Tropical Fish Society 

Long-Finned Brown Bushynose Plecos 

By Karen Guman 

While at the OCA Convention this past November I picked up a 

proven breeding pair of long-finned brown bushynose plecos.  

There were no fry there, so I took a chance that they were a 

breeding pair. 

 

When I got the pair home, I put them in a 20 gallon tank along 

with 2 pairs of Gold Pearlscale Angels and a few Cory cats.    

There were also a couple of potted plants and a few pieces of 

driftwood in the tank.  I placed a cone in the tank for them to 

spawn in.  The tank was heated to 78 degrees and had a ph of 

approximately 7.5. 

 

I really did not pay too much attention to the plecos as I know 

that they rarely spawn after a move until they have become ac-

climated to their new environment.  Quite truthfully, I had for-

gotten they were even in the tank and thatôs why I was surprised 

to see something moving in the cone.  I grabbed my trusty flash-

light and shone it into the cone.  I was stunned to see the male 

pleco fanning a bunch of eggs.  There appeared to be 20 or more 

orange colored eggs in the very tip of the cone.  I turned off my 

flashlight and let nature take its course. 

 

Two days later I checked back in the cone; the eggs had hatched by 

then.  Now the problem was how to get the fry moved so the angels 

did not get them.  I cleared out and cleaned a 5-gallon tank and be-

gan mixing the plecoôs tank water with the water in the 5-gallon 

tank.  When I figured I had mixed the water to a 50/50 proportion I 

was ready to make the move.  I grabbed the cone out of the 20-

gallon tank with daddy and fry all still inside of it and ran to the 

other side of the fishroom where the 5-gallon tank awaited them 

and placed it in the new tank.  Daddy pleco continued to keep the 

fry in the cone for another 5 days.  At that time I decided it was 

time for the fry to free-swim so I reached in and tipped the cone so 

daddy and fry came out.  I moved daddy back to the angel tank a 

few days later. 

 

The fry were fed a diet of brine shrimp and earthworm pellets, algae 

wafers, Sera Viva Chips, veggie sticks and cucumbers.  Occasion-

ally they got some live microworms.  Man, did they ever grown fast 

and they seemed to be really hardy.  I believe I only lost 1 or 2 fry 

at the most.  Dad and Mom have already spawned again and the 

same process is being repeated with that spawn also. 
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                  (Continued on Page 13) 

Like many hobbyist, a few years ago when the Pleco craze hit the hobby, I too was hooked and started a ñwish 
listò of all the species I would like to get and work with. Even today, I am still adding to the list, unfortunately, my 
space restriction has put a hold on obtaining new suckermouths. The L46, L263, L134 and ñCalicoò Bristlenose 
are the species I am currently maintaining. I have had pretty good success for many years with the L46, and just 
in the past year, have had success with my L134s. This is their story. 

I got hold of a group of eight wild fish, about four years ago; they were approximately two inches in total 
length when I got them. Over time, I lost one of them but the others have grown nicely and have reached 

their max adult size of three and half inches (9cm). I never took the time to try to sex them, thinking that with 
a group of that size I should have both sexes. For the last two years, they have been housed in a thirty gal-

lon ñbreederò tank along with several groups of Corydoras catfish. 
In May of 2008, I found my first spawn, or should say I seen my first fry. You don't see the adults that much 

other than at feeding time, normally you will just see their tails sticking out the end of caves! I never seen any 
eggs or noticed any spawning activity, just found five of the little buggers sticking to the side of the tank. Knowing 
that they were starting to spawning, I started to pay closer attention to them. About two weeks later, I seen an 
adult wedged tightly in the back of a narrow ceramic cave. After several attempts of sneaking up on the cave with 
a flashlight, I was able to see that there were eggs in the back of the cave. I removed the entire cave and placed it 
into a two gallon tank. Several days later the male (who guards the eggs) in the cave ñkicked outò the cluster of 
eggs. The eggs are rather large, measuring 3/16ò (5mm) in diameter and yellow in color. I figure the male knew 
the eggs were bad and gave up on them. I tried artificially hatching them by placing them on a clump of Java 
Moss with an airstone under them with a gentle stream of bubbles rising up around them. Within several days, 
some of the eggs began to turn white and the cluster began to fall a part. On the tenth day, a single egg hatched, 
but the fry died by the following morning. I have had several spawns since I found that egg cluster and I don't be-
lieve that the eggs normally take that long to hatch. I have found clutches of eggs that I know were only a few 
days old that had already hatched, I assume that when the male is guarding them, he is also mouthing and clean-
ing them, and that action causes the eggs hatch.  Speaking of the male guarding the eggs, the best way I have 

found to determine if they have spawned in 
your tank is to look for individuals that are 
ñgluedò to the back of a cave. If it appears they 
haven't moved for a couple of days, good 
chance that is a male sitting on eggs. 
 

Spawning Peckoltia  sp. L134 
Leopard Frog Plecostomus or Gold  Banded Peck oltia 

by Eric  Bodrock  

Reprinted from the July  2010 Finformation, the publica-

tion of the Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium Society 
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With a flashlight and a little luck, you just might be able to see eggs if the male moves a little. Forget trying to 
shake them out, you would have to break the cave apart to remove him or the eggs! I normally remove the entire 
cave and place it into a plastic shoebox or smaller tank (as mentioned above) which contains water from the 
spawning tank. Add an airstone, cover it and wait. Once the eggs hatch, the fry are sized at about 13mm (TL) 
and it is easier to spot the tails of them wiggling inside the cave. Fry only days old, as shown in the photo, al-
ready have a developed sucker mouth and are able to hang on to the sides of the photo container for a short 
while! Growth of fry is very obvious for the first few weeks, and then the growth rate slows tremendously. The first 

batch of young I found in May of 
2008, are now just two and a quarter 
inches long.....at about one year old! 
That is about the size that my breed-
ers were when I got them.                                                                                                                                             
So that gives me an estimate that my 
group started to spawn at about 
three years of age. The fact that 
spawns occurred in early spring for 
the last two years  may also be an 
indicator that they maybe seasonal 
spawners. 

Water parameters at the times I have found spawns do vary a little, but average the following, pH 6.7-6.9, TDS 
around 270 ppm and the temperature around 76°F. Weekly water changes of 40% are done with treated tap water. 
Tank bottom is covered with a very thin layer of natural creek sand and water is filtered with a sponge filter. Java 
moss and Java fern provide some overhead cover from the fluorescent light. The tank is also filled with extensive 
rockwork and ceramic caves of various sizes and diameter to provide hiding places and breeding sites. They can get 
a bit feisty with each other, especially around feeding time when they are the most active. They don't bother with the 
Corydoras, or with a couple of their own young that are present.  Diet of the adults consist of live blackworms, frozen 
plankton, bloodworms and daphnia, freeze-dried tubifex worms and assorted sinking pelletséthey go crazy for 
sera® Catfish Chips. The young, once their eggs sacs are absorbed, 

get microworms and live baby brine shrimp, in addition to the same diet as the adults as they grow out. 

 
L134 are from Brazil, not currently listed as one of the many spe-
cies of Plecostomus that are banned to export, but the legislation 
and development of that country is continuously changing, so who 
knows where they will be in the future. If you have any, hang on to 
them and put a little effort and time into spawning them. I hope 
this article gives a few pointers, best of luck in your at-
tempts with them. Eric Bodrock, April 2009 

 

 
 
 

(Continued from Page 12.) 


