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          Editor’s 
               Notes  

Board of Directors Meetings—Members are wel-

come to attend. 

Saturday June 4, 5:00 p.m.  Ron & Pam Sundin’s 

NOTICE 

  

The YATFS Regular club meetings are held on 

the third Friday of each month except for Au-

gust at the Mineral Ridge Presbyterian Church 

on Rt 46 at 8 PM. 

The church sits north of the school on the  west 

side of Rt 46.   Use side doors 

Monthly Meeting Programs 

 
May 18—I am still trying to get someone. 

 

June 17—Ice Cream Social, Elections, and we will 

show a new pre-recorded presentation. 

 

July 15—Cory Fry the plant guru.  A new presen-

tation entitled ―Planted aquariums are simple. 

Even the Gumans can do them.‖  

. 

Hello Everyone, 
I would like to congratulate three YATFS members 
on having their original articles picked up by an-
other publication.  Details are on page 10. 
 
I am always looking for articles from YATFS mem-
bers.  Why don’t you try penning an article for the 
Youngstown Aquarist?  It doesn’t have to be long.  
Maybe you have a trick you use in the fishroom, or  
something you have observed in your aquarium.  I 
am happy to help in putting your article together. 
 
See you at the meeting 
 
Thanks Tom 

 

Please keep your mailing and e-mail 

address up to date.  Give address  

changes to: 

Tom DiCola  mruaru2@aol.com 
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Secretary’s Report 

Hello  everyone, 

Looks like spring is finally here along with the rain. 

I  don’t know about you but I wish it would stay 

sunny more than one day at a time. 

Too wet to do anything out side and around the 

house. 

My pond fish are asking for life rafts and life jack-

ets. 

Counting down the days until summer break, boy do 

I need one. 

Try to get some fish ready for Akron’s show in July. 

Elections are in June remember you can still be 

elected for a office even if you are not there. 

Hope to see you at the next meeting. 

Not much to say for now but bye. 

                                  Kim Rodbourn 

 

Hello everyone!  What about all this rain we are 

having?  I am tired of it.  I hope we have a nice 

summer. 

At our last meeting we didn’t have a guest 

speaker but we did have a productive meeting.  

We discussed about our club and how to make it 

better.  Any ideas email one of the board mem-

bers or myself.  Our meeting lasted until around 

10:30.  As always we say this is your club and if 

we work together it works out to every ones ad-

vantage.   

June is our election meeting. 

Board meeting is on May 14th at 5 and is at my 

house.  Anyone can attend.   Our club meeting is 

on May 20th.  See you then and take care, Pam 

 

  

 

 

The members of the 

Youngstown Area Tropical Fish Society 

 extend best wishes and congratulations 

to the Brooklyn Aquarium Society  

on the celebration of their 

100th Anniversary 



Horticultural Award Program 
By Dan “The Man” Guman 

       

 

CURRENT STANDINGS 
 

NAME   LEVEL        T O T A L 

POINTS 
 

Lisa Reel   Aqua. Hort.             130 

Tom DiCola  Beginning 90 

Kerri DeOnofrio  Beginning 15 

Ron & Pam Sundin      Beginning 05 

Gary Seifert  Beginning 60 

Joe Shreves  Beginning 30 

Karen Guman  Senior  210 

Cheryl Miller  Senior  160 

Mike & Robin Kays Expert  460 

Dan Guman  Master  910 

Don Guman  Master  665 

Don Giovannone  Grand Master 1225 

Bill Shreves Sr.  Grand Master 595 

Curt Smith  Grand Master 590 

Larry Ayers  Aqua. Hort 145 

Hey there again folks. How's your summer going now that 
it has finally stopped raining?  
We did have some propagations of plants turned in lately. 
And here they are: 
 
Lisa Reel: 
Najas guadalupensis (Najas grass) 
Ceratophylum so (hornwort) 
 
These now move her point total up to 130 points for the 
program.  
Nothing else new around, except that we have Cory Fry, 
the plant guy on AquaBid, planned for an upcoming 
meeting.  
I'm sure he will bring us some clues on how to grow some 
of those awesome plants that are available to hobbyists  
now. And if you've seen some of his plants around, 
then you know he has some of the best specimens 
around. 
See you at the meeting.... 
 
(And stick some plants outside in your tubs this summer.  
That's an easy way to grow some pond plants.) 
 

 

Dan Guman  
HAP Chairman 
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(BAP Report Continued from page 7.) 
 
WE WELCOME Phil Ayers to the club BAP.. Like he told me, he‟s spawning fish anyway. he should get credit for 
them in this program. Good Luck Phil. 
 
Point totals for the year: 
Gio 16 pts., Phil Ayers 7 pts., Karen Guman. 5 pts., Brian LaNeve 4 pts., Dan Guman 3 pts., Dave Ayers 2 pts. 
 
The race for the yearly totals are NOT over yet. I have a feeling these point totals are not going to hold up. 
Due to my technical difficulties this month, the point totals for this issue will not appear updated until the next 
magazine..I apologize for this. 
  
See you at the meeting. 



         

 

BAP/SAP 
Programs 
By Dan Guman 

 

STANDINGS 
 

Member Level 1-14 T&D       Total

  

Eric Cappy * 25 00       45 

Lisa Reel * 35 30       120 

Tom DiCola * 40 00       45 

Robin Jendrian * 45 00       85 

Nick Rappach * 30 00       35 

Kim & Jeff           * 20 00       20 

Miranda Reel * 05 00       10 

Charlie Suk * 10 00       10 

Noah Shreves * 05 00       05 

Joe Shreves * 30 00       65 

Pam & Ron    * 30 30       105 

Kerri DeOnofrio ** 50 00       105 

Ernest Lesher ** 80 30       145 

Steve Machel ** 70 00             120 

Tom Oday ** 60 60       335 

Curt Smith ** 70 00       800 

Karen Guman *** 135 80       325 

Don Guman *** 145 30       255 

Brian LaNeve *** 95 110       510 

Dan Guman **** 160 150       410 

Cheryl Miller **** 185 30       455 

Bill Shreves Sr **** 175 60       680 

Phil Higby ***** 200 120       475 

Bill Shreves III ***** 200 90       570 

David Ayres ***** 200 170       1020 

Berletchicks ****** 200 180       1160 

Gio  ****** 200 260       3830 

M&R Kays ****** 200 220       980 

Kirkseys  ****** 200 300       1050 

W. Mitcheltree ****** 200 210       940 

L & M Renn ****** 200 180       625 

Gary Seifert ****** 200 180       1330 

 

KEY 

Beginner * 

Breeder  ** 

Intermediate *** 

Advanced **** 

Master  ***** 

Grand Master ****** 

 

Hey there again dudes and dudettes, it looks like 
summer is finally here, we hope anyway. The BAP 
is definitely a busy place all of a sudden. I wish I 
could take credit for the pick up in spawning 
activity, but I have no connection to it. Below are the 
spawns reported. 
March reports: 
Dan Guman Sturisoma leightoni—(target) 
 
Karen Guman Australian rainbows 
(chilatherina fasciatus) Faowi village 
 
Phil Ayers albino cory cat 
green aneus cory (long fin) 
Victorian Sp, ' gold duck" 
 
April reports 
Phil Ayers 
Ancistrus Sp. "pucallpa gold" (diff) 
Ancistrus Sp. brown (diff) 
 
Dave Ayers 
Ancistrus Sp #3 calico/red marble (diff) 
 
Brian LaNeve 
pineapple swords 
D. nigrofasiatus 
Danio rerio 
green swordtails 
 
Gio 
Toadstool leather coral 
Red mushroom 
Bulls eye mushroom 
Gold colony polyp 
Yellow colony polyp 
Brown start polyp 
Taro tree coral 
Starburst polyp 
Giant cup coral 
Button polyp 
Hammer/anchor coral 
Devil's hand leather coral 
 

 

(Continued on page 6.) 
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Kimõs Raffle Kudos 
By Kim Rodbourn 

OUR MANUFACTURING 

SPONSORS 
 

Please Keep Them in Mind When 

Shopping for Your Aquarium Needs 

Page 8                                                          May/June 2011 

 

Hi everyone, 

If you missed our auction you missed some nice 

raffle items. 

Had a lot of nice and different things. 

Even the Easter bunny stopped by  with a basket 

full of goodies. 

Not much happening on the raffle donations, seems 

the manufacturers are getting tighter with dona-

tions. 

Can’t really blame them the way the economy is, 

everything is going up. 

Still sending out letters and have heard from a few 

of them. 

I will keep trying to bring new sponsors  in  every 

little bit helps. 

Hope every one dries out pretty soon or we will be 

building arks LOL. 

Well see you at the next meeting bye for now. 

                                   Kim Rodbourn 



         

 

LOOKIN’  DOWN  THE  

ROAD 
Schedule for Future Events 

 

GADDING ABOUT 
 

Other Club’s Meeting Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Tuesday Cleveland Aquarium Society  

  Metro Zoo Education Bldg      7:30 PM

  www.clevelandaquariumsociety.org 
 

1st Thursday Greater Akron Aquarium Society  

  Mogodore       
 

1st Friday Ohio Cichlid Association.  

  The Old Oak Church / Middleburg Hts 

  Www.ohiocichlid.com      8 PM 
 

2nd Wednesday Erie Aquarium Society 

  West Ridge Fire Station       7 PM 
 

2nd Friday Medina County Aquarium Soc. 

  Church          
 

2nd Sunday S.C.A.L.E.S.        5 PM 

  Perry Grange, Massillon 

  www.scalesclub.com 

3rd Thursday Cleveland Saltwater Enthusiasts 
   

3rd Friday Lorain County Aquarium Soc. 

 ` College Hts. Baptist Church 8PM 
 

4th Friday Great Lakes Cichlid Society 

  Master’s Church   8PM 
 

Last Friday Greater Pittsburgh Aq. Soc. 

  Phipps Garden Ctr  7:15 
 

Last Saturday Pittsburgh Marine Aq. Soc. 

  www.pmas.org 
 

Varies  Northern Ohio Killifish Assn. 

  killifish1@juno.com 
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2011 
Medina County Aquarium Society Auction 

Saturday May 14 Http://mcas-fish.net/ 

 

Scales Summer Auction 

Sunday June 26  Call John Baad (330)452-9027 

www.scalesclub.com 
Greater Akron Aquarium Society Ultra Aqua 2011 

July 9 and 10 

 

Mars Fish Care North America 

http://www.scalesclub.com
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BREEDERS FORUM 
Spawns From YATFS Members 

Corydoras aneus (albino) 
 

Dave Ayres September 2010 
 

Corydoras aneus is considered a fixture in the hobby 
and they are foumd in their natural coloration which 
is basically an olive green and also in an albino form. 
 
To Spawn the species which is considered one of the 
easier corys, I use at least two males for every fe-
male.  My colony consists of half a dozen males and 
three females.  They live in a fifteen gallon aquar-
ium.  With the right food and regular water changes 
the females fill up with eggs on a regular basis.  As 
soon as I see a ripe female, I increase the water 
changes to once a day using 5 to 10 degree cooler 
water.  This usually triggers spawning. 
 
To hatch the eggs I remove them to a hatching con-
tainer, add methylene blue and keep them well aer-
ated.  Dilute the methylene blue in the container by 
changing some of the water everyday.  As soon as I 
see free swimming fry I dump them into a five gallon 
aquarium.  I start the newly hatched fry on mi-
croworms followed by newly hatched brine shrimp.  
 

 
BAP Report – Youngstown Area Tropical Fish Society 

 
L-144 Albino Blue-Eyed Plecos Ancistrus Species #4 

By Karen Guman 

 

I got a trio of L-144 albino blue-eyed plecos in 1999 

when they were very young.  They are housed in a 15-

gallon tank heated to 78 degrees.  Also in the tank are 

some balloon mollies, a couple of plants and some 

assorted pots and cones.  The plecos were fed a diet of 

brine shrimp and earthworm pellets, algae wafers, 

veggie sticks and cucumbers.  Now the waiting game 

starts. 

 

For the first few months there was no sign of activity 

from the plecos.  Then one day the male was in the 

mouth of the cone flapping his fins trying to lure one 

of the females in.  I checked the cone a few days later 

but there were no eggs in it.  Several more times over 

the next few weeks the male would be in the mouth of 

cone flapping for a female but nothing happened.  

Then one day…..success.  The male was on a clutch of 

eggs.  Three days later the eggs hatched.  I waited 5 

days for the egg sacs to disappear and then removed 

the fry from the cone.  I left them in the tank with the 

parents and their diet was the same as the parents. 

 

These pleco fry are not very fast growing.  They seem 

small for being 60 days old, but they are hardy and 

prolific once they mature.  The parents have spawned 

again! 
 
 
 

Reprinted YATFS  

 articles  

 
Congratulations to the following 

YATFS members whose articles were 

reprinted in sister club publications:  
 

Oh is for Oscar by Dave Ayres -Reprinted in 

the Jan/Feb issue of The Darter  
Missouri Aquarium Society  

 
Nannostumus marginatus the Dwarf Pencil 

Fish by Brian LaNeve -Reprinted in the Mar/
Apr issue of the Darter  

Missouri Aquarium Society  

 
Snail, Snails, Snails by Lisa Reel -Reprinted in 

the Mar/Apr issue of the Darter  
Missouri Aquarium Society  
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Reprinted from the Michiana Tropical Times January 2010 

A CIRCLE OF LIFE 
 
By Dave Hammerlein 
Michiana Aquarium Society 
michianaaquariumsociety.org 
 

I promised our editor of our newsletter an article for the Sep-
tember newsletter so I donôt want to be too late (only a couple 
of months) but its pretty close.  If you are expecting a fish 
breeding article or a fish rearing article you might want to skip 
this article and read another article, however if you are looking 
for an article with a story this might be worth a read. 
 
This article starts many years ago, in January this year it will be 
twelve years since my father passed away, you might be won-
dering what does this have to do with fish please bear with me 
and sooner or later the whole story will tie together.  As with 
most fathers he was my hero, my role model, and for most part 
the influential person in my life.  He taught me many of my be-
liefs, had a strong commitment to family, and raising his kids.  
He along with my mom raised the seven of us up and coming 
from a large family it was easy to get lost in the crowd.  How-
ever with my father he made it a point to make sure each of us 
was special and he always made it a point to make sure each 
of us was special.  He always had time to share in our interest 
even though it might be challenging and not what necessarily 
he wanted.  Being the middle child (that explains a lot about me 
considering I have invented the ñmiddle child syndromeò and 
have long been suffering with it , itôs up to my wife Kristie to 
pamper, comfort me and make up for lost time, does anyone 
see additional fish tanks in my future?) my dad and I loved be-
ing together wood working.  When I was a kid (maybe 10 or 12) 
we would build bookcases, shelves, and many other things.  
But one of our favorites was building birdhouses.  Now we built 
birdhouses and he helped.  The birdhouses we built together 
the birds actually thought they had a penthouse.  When I built 
one it was ready to be condemned or a model for the slums.  
One day my dad, my grandfather, and I were in the workshop 
building things.  The time of year was just about the same time 
as we are now and being the typical kid I was going to build a 
birdhouse for my mother for Christmas.  I should explain my 
grandfather was my fatherôs father he was from the old country 
(Germany).  Like my father he was a craftsman and everything 
he built was precise and top of the line. 
 
Well I was bending nails over and generally seeing how many 
nails and how much glue could be put on to one birdhouse.  
When I finished I can remember the conversation between my 
father, grandfather and me as clear as if it were yesterday.  I 
showed it to my dad and grandpa.  My dad smiled and said my 
mom would really like it and in the spring we would hang it up.  
My grandfather (who was in the true sense of the word a crafts-
man) looked at it and told me how the bent over nails were 
wrong, glue was showing, and he would knock the birdhouse 
apart and help me put it back together correctly.  I remember 
my father  telling my grandfather that he thought it was great, 
he liked the way it was, and that nothing would change.   

It was one of the few times that I can remember my father ever raising his 
voice to my grandfather and challenging him on anything.  In addition he 
told my grandfather that if he continued to criticize my work that I would 
stop doing it and the opportunity of being together would be lost and he 
wasnôt going to allow that!!!  My grandfather really didnôt do anything 
wrong, nor was he incorrect, nor did he mean to hurt my feelings he was 
doing it the way he was raised and how he was taught by his father.  As I 
grew up the story faded from memory  till the day my father died.  It was a 
sad day just like when any parent dies and the children are mourning the 
loss and I was feeling pretty down when my older brother come over to 
cheer me up. 
 
At times RJ is very entertaining and light hearted, but other times he is 
very worldly and says some deep and thought provoking things; he said 
he was sad, he would miss my dad, but you couldnôt dwell on that, you 
had to look at the good things he had done, the new lives he had created 
and the lesson(s) he taught us to teach our sons and daughters.  Not 
really understanding what it meant we got through the mourning period 
and our lives went on. 
 
DJ, my son, was four when my father passed and his memories of 
grandpa are usually what he has been told or seen in pictures and are 
limited in nature but this year he has taken an interest in keeping raising 
and breeding fish.  This is where the story begins.  In the past he would 
keep fish off and on, pick killie eggs. When his friends wanted to see the 
fish he would appear in the fish room, look for piranhas or some fish that 
would eat another, watch the live feeding demonstration and then leave. 
However this time itôs different.  He feeds and maintains his own aquari-
ums.  He reads about them and then goes to auctions to try and find the 
fish.  He talks to other hobbyists about fish and fish breeding.  He is 
slowly being converted to a fish nut, and it is pretty cool.  What is really 
cool about this is that we can do it together and we both found time to 
spend together. 
 
Watching him get excited about his first Cichlid spawn (Honduran Red 
Points) or his first egglayer (Java Rice fish) has gotten me excited about 
fish keeping and raising.  We have had our share of setbacks; tanks of 
fish dying off, lids left off and jumpers on the floor, broken tanks or equip-
ment, over feeding, emergency tank cleaning, $30.00 worth of black 
worms rinsed in warm water and turned to soup.  But itôs worth it to see 
his face light up when a fish spawns or he finds something in the auction 
that he wants because he read about it.  All of the ñchallengesò are worth 
it when you get children or young people involved.  There are going to be 
issues and mistakes will be made.  Sometimes you will be frustrated and 
disappointed.  However remembering back to my father and the ñbird 
house incidentò and my fatherôs reaction to his father reminded me to use 
patience.  When it really gets tough take a breathe and remember  what 
your father did with you. 
 
If we donôt get kids or the younger generation involved and we choose the 
easier path of doing it ourselves the chances are pretty good we will soon 
be on that path and doing it ourselves and our hobby will be gone. 
I think back to what my brother said the day my father died.  About teach-
ing sons and daughters the lessons our parents taught us.  I can only 
hope that I will do as well as my father did with me and the ñCircle of Lifeò 
will continue.  Next month I promise there will be a fish article of a spawn 
we have had. 
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If you were to picture, in your mind, a big, mean, nasty, anti-social Cichlid, surely your first six or eight candidates 
would be Central American Cichlids 
 
I have been keeping fish, pretty seriously, for 50+ years----and most of those years, I had a lot of fish tanks, usually a 
fair number of those tanks were large and I have enjoyed, more or less, keeping a large variety of cichlids over those 
years. 
I have had the big bruisers, like Tilapia buttikoferi (a west Africa riverine species, also known as the Zebra Cichlid. At 
an inch, T. Buttikoferi is somewhere between cute and beautiful And when large (I've seen specimens over 16 
inches) they are magnificent! 
The problem is that they grow more and more territorial as they get larger At four inches, a 55 gallon tank is too small 
to house two of them.  I ended up with  six T. buttikoferi, nine to twelve inches in six 55 gallon tanks before I finally 
got tired of the challenge and gave all six to a zoo.  Likewise, I've had smallish fish--- the four or five inch 'Brown  
Auratus' from Lake Malawi  and the six inch 'Long-ear Sunfish from right here in Indiana, that inch for inch----or ounce 
for ounce are, my opinion the most territorial, anti-social, nasty little drinkers that ever swam in a lake or stream. 
I've had gigantic bruisers like Cichlasoma umbiferum and Parachromis dovii (pussycats). 
 
However, when I think of the BIG NASTIES, I invariably think of Central American Cichlids. 
These fish with names like Red Devils and Red Terrors did not get those names because they were good community 
tank fish. 
 
The Red Terror (Cichlasoma festae) gets about a foot long, total length and is, since appearances are often deceiv-
ing, a strikingly beautiful animal. 
 
The male, is a yellow/gold color when adult, handsome, but not remarkable.  The female gets a very hot orange-red, 
which to my eye, is Chinese red-----and is one of the most beautiful of any of the fishes, fresh water, or salt water. 
However, never forget that the common name, Red Terror, was applied to these fish for a reason!!!! 
 
Now, as to breeding these fish in the home aquarium, unless you have a 300+ gallon aquarium, the younger/ smaller 
the fish, the better. 
This concept, as a general rule, is well advised for all of the larger Central and South American cichlids. 
And, since these fish are so predictably precocious regarding spawning, this method will reduce the odds of whole-
sale slaughter in a breeding tank. 
The scheme is to obtain six or eight young (under two inches) cichlids and plop them into a 30  gallon tank with lots of 
cover----- the water cam be hard or soft (Central American Cichlids are not particular), feed them well, and do water 
changes.  Keep an eye on this tank because you will likely have a spawning in two or three months.  In my experi-
ence, this scheme is pretty reliable. 
 
Because I know, from many years of experience, that any Central American Cichlid can turn from a devoted and car-
ing parent into a rampaging and deadly killing machine----overnight, I don't trust the pair or pair bond any longer than 
I have to. 
The minute I see the pair has free swimming fry, I remove all of the adults from the tank and raise the fry myself 
As I related above, this procedure comes from many years of experience----not all positive. 
Regarding this specific experience with spawning Red Terrors, I obtained a group of eight young fish from George 
Coy. 
George had the eight in a 20 gallon tank, knowing George, crammed with mops, when he got his spawn 
When I got the eight fish from George, I was able to pick out the probable spawning female but was unsure which of 
the other two larger males was the most likely breeding male. 
I plopped all eight into a 30 gallon 'flat breeder' tank with lots of bricks and flower pots for cover 
The water was Indy tap water, water temp was 75/80, and they were fed pellet food as their main diet. 
 
Then, rather than pay close attention to the tank so I could relate the details of the spawning, I took a fall off our deck 
--- severely tore my shoulder cuff, had surgery, and have been sort of banned from the fish room until I am released 
by the surgeon. 
 

Cichlisoma festae, the Red Terror. 

(Continued on page 13.) 
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(S)PAWN SHOP 

Used Aquariums  
10.0 gallons  

$5.00 each.  Contact Larry Ayers:  

ayersld@hotmail.com  

 

(Red Terror Cichlids from page 12.) 

YATFS members, 
 I am retiring and need to get rid of all these tanks: 
(1)  28 Gallon High 
(1)  20 Gallon High with Black Iron Stand 
όмύ мр Dŀƭƭƻƴ ¢ŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǊƻƴ ǎǘŀƴŘ άwŀǊŜ {ƛȊŜέ 
(1)  55 Gallon with Strip Light 
(1)  15 Gallon with hood 
 These tanks are free to any current YATFS member.  Pick up in Columbiana only.  Please call me after 5:00 
p.m. at 330-492-9615, or E-mail me at rlweber468@yahoo.com. 
 
Thanks, 
Richard Weber 

However, I sneaked out to the fish room about three weeks post surgery and saw a male (golden yellow) and a fe-
male (brilliant orange red) guarding a school of 50, or so, two week old fry 
 
Fortunately for all concerned, Mike Downey was also in the fishroom giving some much needed attention, so he 
pulled the pair out and put them into another tank and also removed the other sub-adults to yet another tank 
 
If Mike hadn't been there, quite likely, within two days either the parental male or the female would gave killed all of 
the other adult fish, including the mate and possibly the fry 
 
Thanks to Mike Downey, I am able to write this BAP report 
 
I reckon there were more like 200+ fry to start with, but, 50 is still plenty as far as I'm concerned 
 
Two week cichlid fry are easy to feed-----they will eat anything---and they grow fast. 
 
I still 'hate' Central American Cichlids!!! 
But I will have to admit--again--that they provide a beautiful, interesting, and rewarding challenge 
 
Right now, with a tank full of Red Terror fry,  telling myself, 'Never again'! 
But, I also know it won't be long and I'll be ready for another adventure with those darn Central American Cichlids. 
 
Charley Grimes 

 
sent from my iPhone 
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Reprinted from Delta Tale the official publication of the Potomac Valley Aquarium Society.  Winter  2011 issue. 
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      Last year while on one of his many journeys, Eric returned home with a pair of this fish         
      for me to “play with”. The juvenile male and female made themselves at home in a 20     
      gallon tank equipped with a floating killie mop, a sponge filter and a stray potted plant.    
      The bottom of the tank is covered in approximately one inch of an African Cichlid gravel  
      mix. The Syno‟s shared their quarters with a group of Melanotaenia angfa, a mid size  
      rainbow fish. 

 
Prior to attending the fourth All-American Catfish Convention in October 2010, we 
thought this was just another pair of Synodontis petricola. I was excited when some-
one at the convention looked at my fish, which were for sale, and stated he thought 
they were S. lucipinnis, not petricola. As luck would have it, one of the speakers at the 
event was Jeremy Wright. Jeremy has studied and will soon publish his work on the 
revision 
of Synodontis species. During his presentation regarding his research, he explained 
the differences between these two species of fish. The petricola have small spots on 
their heads and an even pattern to their spots. The lucipinnis on the other fin, have 
larger spots scattered randomly over their entire body. S. petricola are also a larger 
fish, with lucipinnis usually maxing out at around four inches TL. Apparently there are 
quite a few lucipinnis that have been parading around as petricola. And now, my origi-
nal pair is making themselves at home in a friend‟s tank. 

 
Back to caring for and spawning the fish-Regular partial water changes were carried out on the tank weekly to maintain wa-
ter quality and the pH at 8.1. The fish were provided with live blackworms, various crushed flake, frozen plankton, live glass-
worms, and freeze dried tubifex worms as part of their varied diet. Baby brine shrimp was fed to the „bows on a daily basis, 
but I did not see the Syno‟s partake of them. They did frenzy on the live and thawed frozen foods when they hit the water. 
Basically, they ate anything. Of course, on such a varied diet, they grew quickly and began to spawn regularly. 

 
To ensure my success in spawning them, Eric suggested using a plastic deli-style cup filled with black marbles to catch the 
eggs. The cup was covered by an over-turned terra cotta flower pot with a hole in the center to allow access for the fish. The 
parents frequently met inside of the pot and appeared to wrestle or chase each other around the dark space inside. Once the 
spawning was complete, tiny 1 millimeter pale milky colored eggs could be seen between the marbles. I would dump the cup 
filled with tank water and marbles into a plastic tray, scoop out the marbles and look for eggs or fry. There were just a few 
eggs in the first spawn-only 10. Since they had to compete with the angfa for food, the pair did not produce 

a high amount of eggs. To keep the eggs clean, I siphoned off any debris in the container using a turkey baster. Water from 
the parent‟s tank was added to the container to maintain water quality. An air stone was used to slightly stir the water. A word 
of caution about the air stone-if the flow from the air stone is up too high, the fry with hatch and quickly die because they are 
using all of their energy fighting the current. After only 24 hours, white 2.5 mm fry with large egg sacs will appear (although they 
are somewhat difficult to see in a clear container!)  These fry are quite active, wriggling and scurrying around looking for some-
where to hide. Provided they have Java moss or some sort of cover, they will settle down, but are quite active. Being so small, 
they are tricky to feed. I used sponge squeezings and APR powder for almost two weeks prior to introducing fresh baby brine 
shrimp and micro-worms. Even with daily water changes, these fry grow incredibly slowly! After about one week, they‟re color 

is white with blurry splotches of brown. 
At eight weeks, there are differences in measurements of the fry. As you 
may have guessed, the fry are cannibalistic. Siblings often become a 
handy snack and should be separated by size. Some fry are just over a 
centimeter while others are smaller. From here on out, the fry will eat 
anything that is available to them. And yes, it does take a long, long time 
to grow to adulthood from fry! Patience is required! 

 
This is a pretty species of Synodontis. They are also very peaceful and 
will make enjoyable pets. If anyone is interested, there are numerous 
articles 

available online regarding the revision of Syno‟s. These articles are very informative and will clarify anyone‟s questions-if 
you keep any Syno species, you really should peruse these articles. 
RLS 10/25/2010 

 

Breeding Synodontis lucipinnis  

BAP Article by Regina Spotti 
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