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          Editor’s 
               Notes  

BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETING SCHEDULE: 
 

January 7, 2012 Kim & Jeff Rodbournôs 5:00 PM. 
 

March 10,2012 Pan & Ron Sundinôs 5:00 PM. 

NOTICE 

  

The YATFS Regular club meetings are held on 

the third Friday of each month at the Mineral 

Ridge Presbyterian Church on Rt 46 at 8 PM. 

The church sits north of the school on the  west 

side of Rt 46.   Use side doors 

  

Monthly Meeting Programs. 

 

December 16, 2011 - Ken Walker on Lorricarid 

Catfish 

 

January 20, 2012 - Christmas Party  

Holiday Greetings!  

 

I realize this issue is two months over due but I 

wanted to get six issues out for 2011.  I am going to 

try and get the January/February issue out in the 

next couple days.  It will have specifics on the 

Christmas Party which is January 20.  

 

Please pay special notice to the changes in the 

Breeder of the Year program.  The Club is also going 

to try having a monthly bowl show.  Check out the 

rules and categories.  Participate and have fun.  

 

Tom 

 

Please keep your mailing and e-mail 

address up to date.  Give address  

changes to: 

Tom DiCola  mruaru2@aol.com 
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Secretary’s Report 

Hello everyone, 

Looks like warm weather is leaving us and soon 

the snow will be flying. 

Not much on liking the white stuff I guess have to 

take the good with the bad. 

Well if you missed our auction you missed a very 

good auction. 

Had some new people that I never seen before. 

The weather held out and it turned out to be a nice 

day. 

Will have some new speakers in for the next few 

meetings. 

Also looking forward to our Christmas party in 

January. 

Also donôt forget our December meeting as we 

will have a guest speaker, and donôt forget to bring 

some goodies to share. 

Hope to see you at the next meeting and stay 

warm. 

                                        Bye for now, 

                                           Kim Rodbourn 

Happy Holidays Everyone! These holidays come 

and go so fast.  Got most of my Christmas shop-

ping done.  At least I donôt have to worry about 

the Christmas party this month, donôt forget it is 

January 20.  We will have our regular menu of 

Pasta, meatballs, chicken and potatoes.  Bring a 

dish to share. 

 

For December we have a speaker and are asking 

everyone to bring a dessert.  I will supply pop, 

coffee and hot chocolate.   

 

Ron and I went to the OCA and it was interest-

ing.  Several other club members went.  Kens 

Fish, Ray Lucas and other vendors were there. 

People were selling fish out of their rooms.  It 

was 2 late nights.  It was worth it.  Donôt get in a 

elevator with Don Guman.  

 

Board meeting is January 7 at Kim and Jeff's 

house at 5. 

 

I guess that all for now, Pam 

 “Kingfish Services” 
Good for the Hobby, Organizations & Industry 

  

Ray “Kingfish” Lucas 
Celebrating 22 Years of Helping Your Event 

  

MANUFACTURER’S  SPOKESPERSON 

SPEAKER           JUDGE AUCTIONEER 

  

www.kingfishservices.com 

716-941-3701 



Horticultural Award Program 
By Dan òThe Manó Guman 

       

 

CURRENT STANDINGS 
 

NAME   LEVEL        T O T A L 

POINTS 
 

Lisa Reel   Aqua. Hort.             130 

Tom DiCola  Beginning 90 

Kerri DeOnofrio  Beginning 15 

Ron & Pam Sundin      Beginning 05 

Gary Seifert  Beginning 60 

Joe Shreves  Beginning 30 

Karen Guman  Senior  210 

Cheryl Miller  Senior  160 

Mike & Robin Kays Expert  460 

Dan Guman  Master  910 

Don Guman  Master  665 

Don Giovannone  Grand Master 1225 

Bill Shreves Sr.  Grand Master 595 

Curt Smith  Grand Master 590 

Larry Ayers  Aqua. Hort 145 

Hey there everyone! The holidays are near.  And 
that means a lot of events are going on 
everywhere. Busy, busy, busy for all.  And that is 
one reason the board has decided to  
have our Christmas celebration as a club  
moved back to Friday, January 12.  
  
     As I write this, the OCA has passed, and  
I hope all members who attended that event, 
lived through it. I know of some who barely 
made it through it though...lol  and you know  
who you are. 
  
     We did have one propagation turned in at  
the November meeting. Lisa turned in 
Cryptocoryne wendtii (green).  I'll check her 
point total in a bit here. Take care and see you  
at the meeting.   
                              Think Green 
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BAP/SAP 
Programs 
By Dan Guman 

 

STANDINGS 
 

Member Level 1-14 T&D       Total

  

Eric Cappy * 25 00       45 

Lisa Reel * 35 30       120 

Tom DiCola * 40 00       45 

Robin Jendrian * 45 00       85 

Nick Rappach * 30 00       35 

Kim & Jeff           * 20 00       20 

Miranda Reel * 05 00       10 

Charlie Suk * 10 00       10 

Noah Shreves * 05 00       05 

Joe Shreves * 30 00       65 

Pam & Ron    * 30 30       105 

Kerri DeOnofrio ** 50 00       105 

Ernest Lesher ** 80 30       145 

Steve Machel ** 70 00             120 

Tom Oday ** 60 60       335 

Curt Smith ** 70 00       800 

Karen Guman *** 135 80       325 

Don Guman *** 145 30       255 

Brian LaNeve *** 95 110       510 

Dan Guman **** 160 150       410 

Cheryl Miller **** 185 30       455 

Bill Shreves Sr **** 175 60       680 

Phil Higby ***** 200 120       475 

Bill Shreves III ***** 200 90       570 

David Ayres ****** 200 170       1020 

Berletchicks ****** 200 180       1160 

Gio  ****** 200 260       3830 

M&R Kays ****** 200 220       980 

Kirkseys  ****** 200 300       1050 

W. Mitcheltree ****** 200 210       940 

L & M Renn ****** 200 180       625 

Gary Seifert ****** 200 180       1330 

 

KEY 

Beginner * 

Breeder  ** 

Intermediate *** 

Advanced **** 

Master  ***** 

Grand Master ****** 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS   !!!!  Did you make it 
through. them alright or did they kill you? 
They always go by so fast.  
  
     We have been lucky the last two months 
with some fine speakers. Both Regina 
(bubbles) Spotti in November and Ken Walker 
in December gave us some great topics and 
knowledge about some fish.  Hope everyone 
was there to learn and have a great time... 
THANKS to both of them.  
And in December some members brought us 
in some delicious food to munch on. A 
pumpkin roll and that chocolate pudding 
dessert were the highlights of the table. 
Thanks to all who donated items that night.  
  
     Remember that the club will be celebrating 
the holidays in January this year. More on that 
later. 
  
     And you will see some point total changes 
on the web site and magazine soon. Check 
your  
totals out and see if they are correct. If not.  
contact me and we can rectify that matter.  
  
     See you soon. 
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Kimõs Raffle Kudos 
By Kim Rodbourn 

OUR MANUFACTURING 

SPONSORS 
 

Please Keep Them in Mind When 

Shopping for Your Aquarium Needs 
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Hi everyone, 

Would like to thank our sponsors who donated 

some of the nice things for our raffle. 

A big thank you to Florida Aquatics for the nice 

donation of plants. 

Also to Central-Aquatics for the donation of some 

of the Aquarium products in the raffle. 

Thank you to Mark Weiss for the products they 

donated. 

Thank you to all the people who made our raffle a 

success. 

Will be looking forward to our Christmas raffle 

and door prize raffle, remember to save your yel-

low tickets. 

Five yellow tickets for one door prize ticket will 

have some nice door prizes to win.  Hope to have 

some different raffle prizes for the club. 

Hope to see you at the next meeting. 

                                           Bye for now, 

                                                   Kim Rodbourn 



         

 

LOOKIN’  DOWN  THE  

ROAD 
Schedule for Future Events 

 

GADDING ABOUT 
 

Other Club’s Meeting Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Tuesday Cleveland Aquarium Society  

  Metro Zoo Education Bldg      7:30 PM

  www.clevelandaquariumsociety.org 
 

1st Thursday Greater Akron Aquarium Society  

  Mogodore       
 

1st Friday Ohio Cichlid Association.  

  The Old Oak Church / Middleburg Hts 

  Www.ohiocichlid.com      8 PM 
 

2nd Wednesday Erie Aquarium Society 

  West Ridge Fire Station       7 PM 
 

2nd Friday Medina County Aquarium Soc. 

  Church          
 

2nd Sunday S.C.A.L.E.S.        5 PM 

  Perry Grange, Massillon 

  www.scalesclub.com 

3rd Thursday Cleveland Saltwater Enthusiasts 
   

3rd Friday Lorain County Aquarium Soc. 

 ` College Hts. Baptist Church 8PM 
 

4th Friday Great Lakes Cichlid Society 

  Master’s Church   8PM 
 

Last Friday Greater Pittsburgh Aq. Soc. 

  Phipps Garden Ctr  7:15 
 

Last Saturday Pittsburgh Marine Aq. Soc. 

  www.pmas.org 
 

Varies  Northern Ohio Killifish Assn. 

  killifish1@juno.com 
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2012 

 

February 11, Saturday.  Ohio Cichlid Assoc. 

Winter Auction www.ohiocichlid.com 

 

March 4, Sunday.  Greater Akron Aquarium Soci-

ety Spring Auction,  www.gaas-fish.net 

 

March 18, Sunday- YATFS Spring Auction  
J.V. Johnson Community Center www.YATFS.com 

 

August 19, Sunday - YATFS Summer Auction 

J.V. Johnson Community Center 

 

October 14, Sunday - YATFS Fall Auction. 

J.V. Johnson Community Center 

 

Mars Fish Care North America 



         

Page 10                                                                November/December 2011 

 
 
  We have decided to have a yearly bowl show for fun at the monthly meetings.  This is how it                                      
will work and the categories....I hope everyone can participate at least once or twice... 
 
  It will run on a point system, as follows:   
                          First place = 4 points 
                                                           Second place = 2 points 
                                                               Third place = 1 point 
  
  Points will be added up until the last bowl show in December.  Winner will be awarded in                   
January at the Christmas party.  Also, each participant will receive a ticket for each entry 
They will be saved till the January Christmas party.  Where one ticket will be drawn and a gift 
will be awarded.  In the event of a tie, the award will be split evenly amongst the winners. 
    
     Bowl Show for 2012: 
 
  Feb.: Male guppy - tetras - & egg layers 
  Mar.: Female Bettas - mollies - & family (male, female, and at least 2 fry) 
  Arp.: Anabantidae - catfish - & aquatic plant 
  May: Gold fish - new world cichlid - & pairs 
  Jun.: Old world cichlid - loaches sharks - & barbs 
  Jul.: Angel fish - Synodontis - Red, white, and blue fish 
  Aug.: Suckermouth fish - live bearers - & all other 
  Sep.: Corydoras - aquatic invertebrates - & your favorite fish 
  Oct.: Swordtails - rainbow fish - & scariest fish 
  Nov.: Killies - Male betta  - & hand craft (fish related) 
  Dec.: *true boney fish- minnows, Rasboras, & Danios - white fish 
 
  *True boney fish= eels, stickelbacks, gobies, knifefishes, half-beaks, pickheads, butterfly     
fish, pipefish, pufferfish, needlefish, rainbows, ect., found in Riehl & Baensch Aquarium Atlas. 
 
   I am hoping everyone will participate and have fun doing so.  This is a chance to see what 
hides in peoples fish rooms!!   
 
Good Luck to all! 
 

2012 Bowl Show Rules  
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New Rules for Breeder of the Year Contest!!!  

 BREEDER OF THE YEAR 
  
Effective January 01, 2012, these rules of this competition will take precedence over any other set of rules for this 
contest. The calendar year will be January thru December of any given year. The criteria for this award are as fol-
lows: 
  

1. One point will be given for every spawn from classes 1 thru 14, and class 17, turned in during the cal-
endar year.  A spawn consists of at least 10 verified fry. 

  
2. Two points will be given for each "difficult" species turned in during the calendar year 

  
3. Three points will be given for each "target" species turned in during the calendar year. 

  
4. 4. The "Breeder of the Year" will be determined by simple addition of all the points earned from the 

above     rules. The award will be given any time after the calendar year is expired. 
 

 
 We had our fall auction Oct. 21 and ran a special membership.  The Artman 
family took advantage of it and join the club.  Welcome to the club Mark, Rosalie, 
and Brandon, hope to see you at more functions!   Our member ship is only $12 
for a year. A cheap price for a magazine or newsletter monthly that is full of infor-
mation on breeding fish, dates for up coming events, info on what's going on in 
our club in general, and much more. Speaking of membership, please don`t forget 
everyone, dues will be due in January.  You are more than welcome to get a jump 
on them now or pay in advance for an up coming year. You can see me, cant miss 
me!, Lisa Reel, Tom DiCola,  or send them in to our P.O. box 5190, Youngstown, 
Oh., 445143-5190.  
   I did want to thank everyone that works the auctions and makes them possi-
ble. To the ones that set up, tear down, runners, kitchen, raffle, registration, the 
auctioneers, and especially our young folk!  We so appreciate our young folks 
lending a hand in our functions, after all, they are our future board members, 
breeders, horticulturalist, and maybe even president.  So thank you Autumn, 
Miranda, Russell, and Brandon for all your help and hard work.  Hope to see you 
all at the monthly meeting, if not the next auction, Happy and safe turkey day to 
all! 

Membership Report  
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Continued on page 13 

How World War II  
Contributed to the Golden Decade of the Aquarium Hobby, the 1950s 

by Alan Mark Fletcher 

to hear President Roosevelt give his famous ñDay of 

Infamyò speech, live. 

We were only a typical family. Everyone worked in 

some way to win the war. Even members of pacifist reli-

gious groups went to work in hospitals and other essential 

non-military services. 

Just this morning I received a query from Steve Hin-

shaw, in Alaska, asking why the cover of his 1942 copy of 

Exotic Aquarium Fishes looks so different from the other 

editions.   It was the war.   Everyone had to make do with 

what they were able to get their hands onˈeven printers. I 

suspect that those wartime Exotics might be worth more 

than others. 

Al Klee has correctly pointed out that the aquarium 

hobby and industry benefited mightily from the U.S. eco-

nomic boom that followed the war. People had money to 

indulge in hobbies, and entrepreneurs had the confidence to 

take a gamble on new products. We even had sufficient 

wealth that we were able to fund the rebuilding of our for-

mer enemies, and the other European and Asian nations that 

had been devastated by the war.  Even the Green Revolution 

of the 1960s and ó70s, which made food available to poor 

countries all around the world, grew out of that post- 

irst of all, it is important to point out that WWII 

was  all-consuming  for Americans,  in  a  way 

that had not been seen before and will never 

be seen again.  Every aspect of our lives was in some 

way directed toward the war effort.   We were told 

what we could eat (food rationing), where we could 

travel (fuel rationing), what we could say, and what 

we could wear; and we willingly complied.  We gave up 

most of our civil rights, confident that they would be 

returned to us after the war.  My father, who was a 

Presbyterian minister, and in poor health, went to work 

in a New Jersey defense factory.   My mother worked 

as a secretary in a government office.   My older 

brother enlisted in the Navy halfway through his college 

education and served as a quartermaster (steers the ship) 

on a small gunboat that went in with the landing troops 

to provide cover fire, in several of the later Pacific in-

vasions. As a teenager I was a warden, trained to search 

for enemy planes (which never came!) and to watch at 

night for homes that might be violating the blackout 

regulations. I was in ninth grade in Dec. 7, 1941.  The 

Pearl Harbor attack took place on a Sunday.  On Mon-

day morning the junior high principal called us all into 

the school auditorium 

F 

This DC-3 has flown millions of fish.  Looks like Atkinson Field, British Guiana 
From Alan M. Fletcher 
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(Continued from page 12).               

Fred Cochu and his pilot, Captain Doc Moor, one of several great 
pilots employed by Paramount.  From Alan M. Fletcher 

Paramount PBY amphibious plane on Yarina Cocha.  To take off 
the plane had to run the length of the lake to get up on the step, 
then spin 180 degrees and race in the other direction to get up in 
the air.  A frightening experience.  Photo by Alan M. Fletcher 

Awaiting transportation home. Lagos Nigeria.  Photo by Alan M. 
Fletcher. 

Hugo Schenelle and Fred Cochu.  Partners in Paramount 
Aquarium.  Cochu was married to Schenelleôs sister.  From 
Alan M. Fletcher 

war prosperity.  Some cynics have called it geopolitics and 

U.S. hegemony, but I believe American generosity, pure and 

simple. 

 The aquarium hobby benefited from the war before it 

ever became worldwide, however.   Many Germans came to 

the U.S. in the 1930ôs because they did not like what was hap-

pening in their country, many of them being Jewish feared for 

their lives.  The aquarium hobby will owe an eternal debt to 

some of them, and in particular to Hugo Schnelle and Fred 

Cochu, brothers-in-law (photo opposite) who left Aquarium   

Hamburg and founded Paramount Aquarium in New York 

City.  Paramount had a virtual monopoly on fish imports to the 

U.S in the 1950ôs. 

 WWII was the first big war in which aircraft played a 

dominant role.  Even the first unpaved airstrips in remote 

places like Letecia, Columbia  were built for security reasons.  

But most important, ultimately, for the aquarium trade, there 

was a huge demand for all kinds of aircraft built in America, 

but needed for the war effort in Europe and Asia.  Thousand of 

aircraft were ferried from the U.S. to the war theaters.  Thou-

sands of Air Force pilots did nothing but fly new planes across 

the oceans.  They delivered their planes to where they were 

needed, and then hitched a ride back to the U.S. to transport 

(Continued on page 14.) 
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(Continued from page 13). 

another plane. 

 There were two main air 

routes between Europe and North 

America.  Planes could fly to New-

foundland, to Greenland, to Iceland 

and finally to Great Britain.  But that 

route was subject to frequent bad 

weather, and downed pilots stood no 

chance of surviving in the bitter cold 

water.  The shortest distance across 

the Atlantic Ocean is actually from 

the east coast of Brazil to Senegal,  

West Africa.  That became the main 

route.  To make this passage from 

the new World to the Old possible 

U.S. Navy SeaBees constructed air-

fields, most of them with concrete 

runways.  They built airbases in Pa-

nama, Trinidad, British Guiana, Suri-

nam, near Belem at the eastern hump 

of Brazil, and northern Venezuela.  

(A raunchy but very popular WWII 

song was about the airbase at Point 

Cumana, Venezuela.  It was called 

ñWorking for the Yankee Dolluhò.  

But enough. You can figure out the 

rest of it).  Many thousands of air-

craft of all types hopped between 

these bases finally ending up at the 

Brazil base, where they took on 

every drop of fuel they could and 

went across the Atlantic, nearly on 

the Equator. 

 After the war these bases 

became major transportation sites for 

Paramount Aquarium and a few 

fringe exporters/importers.   On my 

first trip to British Guiana (now 

Guyana) we stayed in an abandoned 

military barracks at Atkinson Field 

south of Georgetown.  On subse-

quent trips we stayed with Louis 

Chung, who was the principal collec-

tor of Guianese fishes in the 1950ôs. 

 It should be noted here that 

during World War II Paramount 

Aquarium had a secret contract with 

the United States government to col-

lect and import electric eels for use 

in top secret government research.  

To my knowledge the nature of this 

research has never been revealed.  

  

 

a ride back to the U.S. to transport another airplane. 

There were two main air routes between Europe and North 

America. Planes could fly to Newfoundland, to Greenland, to 

Iceland, and finally to Great Britain. But that route was subject 

to  frequent  bad  weather, and  downed  pilots  stood no chance 

of surviving in the bitter cold water.   The shortest distance 

across the Atlantic Ocean is actually from the east coast of Brazil 

to Senegal, West Africa. That   became   the   main route. To 

make this passage from  the  New  World  to the   Old   possible,   

U.S. Navy SeaBees constructed airfields, most of them with con-

crete  runways. They built airbases in Panama, Trinidad, 

British Guiana, Surinam, near Belem at the eastern hump of Bra-

zil, and northern  Venezuela.  (A raunchy but very 

popular WWII song was about the airbase at Point Cumana, 

Venezuela. It  was  called ñWorking for the Yankee Dollahò.  

But enough. You can figure out the rest of it.) Many thousands of 

aircraft of all types hopped between these bases, finally winding 

up at the Brazil base, where they took on every drop of fuel they 

could and went across the Atlantic, nearly on the Equator. 

After the war these bases  became 

 major transportation sites  for Paramount  

Aquarium  and a few fringe exporters/ importers. On  

my  first trip to   British Guiana (now  Guyana)  we  stayed 

in an abandoned military barracks at Atkinson Field, south of 

Georgetown.   On subsequent trips we stayed with   Louis   

Chung,   who 
 

(Continued from page 12.) 

Continued on Page 15. 
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But the important point is that even during the War 

Paramount Aquarium had its own aircraft and was able 

to fly them thru any or all of the U.S. bases in South 

America.  When the war ended, they already had a 

mechanism in place for the transport of all aquarium 

fishes.  No other company had that  

advantage.  I have always  

wondered  how they carried those 

 big metal cans loaded with high- 

voltage electric eels.  It must have  

been a great relief to been able to  

shift over to carrying Neon Tetras!    

Immediately after the war Ended  

thousands of nearly new airplanes  

of all kinds were sold off by the  

government at a fraction of their 

true value or scrapped.   

Paramount Aquarium was able to  

take advantage of this surfeit of  

aircraft.  During The 1050ôs they  

owned a Lockheed Lodestar, a  

Navy PBY flying boat, a Curtis  

C-46 cargo plane, a converted 

 Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress  

bomber, a very fast twin engine light bomber whose 

designation I cannot recall, and several Douglas DC-3s 

(C-47 military).   I made at least one trip in most of 

them.  The DC-3s had the best cost ratios of any planes 

Paramount ever owned.  They were slow but they were 

real workhorses.  Some DC-3s are still in service 

around the world after 60 years. 

Fish cans loaded on plane for Paramount Aquarium 
Before the days of bags and cartons. 
From Alan M. Fletcher. 

I would not be surprised if some were still being used to fly 

aquarium fishes from remote airstrips in South America and 

Africa.   

 Spare parts for most former military aircraft were 

abundant, easily available, and inexpensive.  On one trip to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leticia in a DC-3, an engine blew out on landing.  A new engine 

was flown in from Miami in a few days, and it was installed by 

Paramountôs co-pilot, who was a certified A&E mechanic.  We 

had intended to be home for Easter, but the delay enabled Fred 

and me to celebrate the Easter holiday with an Indian Baptist 

congregation.  That was a memorable experience. 

 I have previously mentioned how this air travel, com-

bined with tightly sealed inflated plastic bags in styrofoam-lined 

cartons made it possible to fly millions of staple and new fishes 

to the U.S. in hours instead of a couple of weeks, and they ar-

rived in excellent condition.  With such quantities of old and 

new fishes available it is no wonder the hobby thrived in the 

1950s. 

 The hobby of the 1950s was also boosted by the GI 

Bill of Rights, which enabled thousands of veterans to attend 

college and professional schools at little cost.  Most of the 

younger ichthyologists of the 1950s who identified the new fish, 

engineers, chemists, and business people who brought the inno-

vations to the hobby were educated under the GI Bill. 

 I know that WWII contributed in more ways than these 

to the boom in the hobby in the 1950s, but I have written 

enough.  Hopefully other AHHS* members who are as old as I 

am will be inspired to add to this WWII thread. 

 
*This story was originally posted on the website of the Aquarium Hobby 
Historical Society:  http://groups.yahoo.com/AquariumHobbyHistoricalSociety 
 

Photos on page 13 are from the October 1965 issue of The AOPA 
(Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association). 
 

Reprinted from the August 2011 issue of Modern Aquarium the 
publication of the Greater City Aquarium Society, New York, NY  

(Continued from page 14). 
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